ENGL 132: Intro to Imperial, Transnational, and Postcolonial Literature 
Fall 2014

M/W 2 – 3:50
Haines A44
Prof. Michael C. Cohen

276 Humanities

cohenm@humnet.ucla.edu
Office Hours: M/W 12-2
This course offers an introduction to the concepts, theories, and literatures of imperialism, transnationalism, and postcolonialism (ITP). It presumes no prior experience studying these topics. “ITP” combines a number of histories and periods, stretching from the medieval to the present; it is not localized to specific geographies; and it encompasses a vast field of literatures in English, from writings by authors of the commonwealth nations that emerged from the breakup of the British empire, to creole literatures that arose historically from contact between colonizing and indigenous languages and peoples, to canonical British and American writing that addresses those nations’ respective empires in one form or another. 

“Intro to ITP” organizes this diverse set of topics by introducing the major concepts that structure its theoretical and literary histories. The course will answer the basic question—what is ITP?—by defining a series of critical keywords, including “empire,” “transnationalism,” “postcolonialism,” “oceanic,” “diaspora,” and “migration.”
Required texts:

Herman Melville, Moby Dick
Maryse Condé, The Last of the African Kings
Rudyard Kipling, Kim
Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior
Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao
Assignments:

Contributions to weekly class forum (posts of ~300 words each)

Two essays (~1,200 words each)
Collaborative web project 

Final exam (take home)
Regular participation in class discussions and online forum
Schedule:

WEEK 1

M, 10/6: Introductions, course overview

W, 10/8: Mary Prince, History (CCLE)
WEEK 2: Empire
M, 10/13: Kipling, Kim (Ch. 1-4)
W, 10/15: Kipling, Kim (Ch. 5-6); Said, “The Pleasures of Imperialism” 
WEEK 3: Romance
M, 10/20: Kipling, Kim (Ch. 7-11)
W, 10/22: Kipling, Kim (Ch. 12-15)
WEEK 4: Migration
M, 10/27: Kingston, The Woman Warrior, 1-96

W, 10/29: Kingston, The Woman Warrior, 96-209 Paper 1 due
WEEK 5: Oceanic 
M, 11/3: Melville, Moby Dick, (Extracts-Ch. 16) 
W, 11/5: Melville, Moby Dick, (Ch. 17-40); Blum,  
WEEK 6: Global
M, 11/10: Melville, Moby Dick, (Ch. 41-58)
W, 11/12: Melville, Moby Dick, (Ch. 59-88); Dimock, “Planet as Duration” 
WEEK 7: Transnational
M, 11/17: Melville, Moby Dick, (Ch. 89-113)
W, 11/19: Melville, Moby Dick, (Ch. 114-Epilogue); James, “Mariners, Renegades, Castaways” Paper 2 due
WEEK 8: Slavery
M, 11/24: Condé, Last of the African Kings
W, 11/26: Condé, Last of the African Kings; Hartman, “Path of Strangers”
WEEK 9: Diaspora
M, 12/1: Diaz, Brief Wondrous Life, 1-75
W, 12/3: Diaz, Brief Wondrous Life, 77-165; Edwards, “Practice of Diaspora”
WEEK 10: Postcolonial 
M, 12/8: Diaz, Brief Wondrous Life, 167-261
Collaborative projects due
W, 12/10: Diaz, Brief Wondrous Life, 263-335
FINAL EXAM will be distributed after the last day of class.
Grades
Class forum contributions: 10%

Papers: 40%

Collaborative project: 20%

Final exam: 20%

Class participation: 10%
Attendance

I will always begin and end class promptly. I expect you to arrive on time, prepared, and ready to participate in the day’s discussion. You should always have the day’s reading with you, along with the materials you need to take notes. I expect you to attend regularly, and to be awake and alert throughout. 

Preparation
Before class, read slowly, with a pen in hand, and write down ideas, questions, comments, problems, and thoughts.

Participation

Participation means: having a good attitude; listening attentively; respecting others; speaking up when you have something to say; working carefully on all assignments; checking email and CCLE regularly to catch any messages or readings sent to all class members; coming to class regularly, and coming on time. 

You have the right to express your ideas and opinions on class topics, but you have the obligation to express yourself thoughtfully and with respect for others. I will not tolerate rude or disruptive behavior.
Class time is when the learning—the hard work—will take place. No one is naturally good at reading literature: we come to understand the meanings of poems, stories, plays, and novels by slowly and carefully working through them; by learning how to analyze their form, structure, and content; by reading with an attentive eye and an open mind; by talking out our responses and ideas with each other; and by listening carefully to what others think and say. These are all skills that are best learned and practiced collectively. 

Late assignments
Papers are due at the start of class on the due date, unless otherwise specified. Except for medical or family emergencies, I will deduct one third of a letter grade for every day a paper is late, making an A an A-, an A- a B+, and so on. 

UCLA Undergraduate Writing Center

The Undergraduate Writing Center offers UCLA undergraduates one-on-one sessions on their writing. The Center is staffed by peer learning facilitators (PLFs), undergraduates who are trained to help at any stage in the writing process and with writing assignments from across the curriculum. CONTACT: 310-206-1320; wcenter@ucla.edu  

LOCATIONS: A61 Humanities: Mon. – Thurs. 10AM – 6PM; Fri. 10AM – 3PM

                         Reiber 115: Sun. – Thurs., 7 – 9 PM (for dorm residents only)

APPOINTMENTS: Students can walk-in but appointments are preferred. Visit our website: www.wp.ucla.edu. Click on “UCLA Writing Center/Make an Appointment.”

Plagiarism
The UCLA Student Conduct Code defines plagiarism as “the use of another’s words or ideas as if they were one’s own, including, but not limited to, representing, either with the intent to deceive or by the omission of the true source, part of or an entire work produced by someone other than the student, obtained by purchase or otherwise, as the student’s original work or representing the identifiable but altered ideas, data, or writing of another person as if those ideas, data, or writing were the student's original work.” 

See: http://www.studentgroups.ucla.edu/dos/assets/documents/StudentCC.pdf
Any suspected plagiarism will be referred to the office of the Dean of Students.

Other policies

You are welcome to bring coffee, water, soda, juice, etc., with you, but please do not eat breakfast or lunch during class. 

Arriving after class has begun is disruptive. If you are more than 10 minutes late to class, you are absent, so do not bother coming. However, I realize that sometimes you may be delayed for reasons beyond your control. Let me know in advance if you will be late, or if you need to leave early. In this class, it is better to ask for permission than forgiveness.

Do not text during class (you aren’t that crafty: I can see when you’re texting). Turn your phone off. I reserve the right to answer any phone that rings in class.
Laptops: you will never need a computer in class. You are welcome to use your computer to take notes, but you must respect your fellow students and me. Despite what you may think, I can tell when you are looking at a website not related to class. If I feel that you are being disruptive, I will tell you to shut down your laptop. 
Students with disabilities. Statement from the Office for Students with Disabilities: “Federal law and State and University policies require the University to provide students with disabilities academic adjustments to permit them full access to their academic program. According to these laws, no otherwise qualified individual with a disability shall, on the basis of his or her disability, be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity of a public entity.”

Students with a documented disability should meet with me as soon as possible to discuss any special accommodations you may require.
